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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: Original Application and IDS filed 
2/8/2002. 

2. Claims 1-22 are pending and claims 1, 8, 15, 17 and 18 are independent claims. 

3 . This action has been made Non-Final. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The Information Disclosure Statement filed 2/8/2002 has been accepted by the examiner. 

Drawings 

5. The drawings filed 2/8/2002 have been accepted by the examiner. 

Priority 

6. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 10/049,315 filed 
on 2/8/2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 1, 2, 5-9, 12-15, 17, 18, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rubin et al. (herein after Rubin) U.S. Patent No. 6,820,111 Bl filed 
12/7/1999 in view of Iwai et al. (herein after Iwai) U.S. Patent No. 5,367,623 filed 9/5/1991. 

In regard to independent claim 1, Rubin discloses said part data unit including display 
data divided into a plurality of regions with said first identifier added thereto (Rubin Col 5 Lines 
60-67,Col 6 Lines 1-30 and Figures 5-11 i.e. a user can select or identify a portion or region of a 
screen for view and this screen is displayed in regions as shown in Figures 5-11). 

Rubin does not specifically disclose electronic book contents comprising a body data unit 
and a part data unit, said body data unit including event data including a description for 
designating a display method and a first identifier for designating contents displayed on a 
display region. However, Iwai discloses this process (Iwai Col 3 Lines 39-42 i.e. identifying 
input data to process for the electronic book). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to apply Iwai to Rubin, providing Rubin the benefit of 
identifying the data to display in region of the electronic view, which will make viewing easy for 
the user and also enable a user to select a region first before invoking a formatting command to 
ensure the user can format the correct region that they select as taught by Rubin Col 6 Lines 23- 
30). 

In regard to dependent claim 2, which depends on claim 1, Rubin discloses wherein 
said event data includes a description for designating said display method for each page mad 
said first identifier. (Rubin Col 2 Lines 44-53 i.e. format depends on the characteristics of the 
document) 
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In regard to dependent claim 5, which depends on claim 1, Rubin discloses wherein 
said body data unit includes a plurality of event data corresponding to a plurality of display 
forms. (Rubin Col 16 Lines 28-67 and Col 17 Lines 1-21 i.e. default built-in documents for the 
formatting of documents) 

In regard to dependent claim 6, which depends on claim 1, Rubin discloses wherein 
said electronic book contents comprise a plurality of body data units corresponding to types of 
electronic book display apparatuses. (Rubin Col 16 Lines 28-67 and Col 17 Lines 1-21 i.e. 
default built-in documents types for the formatting of documents) 

In regard to dependent claim 7, which depends on claim 1, Rubin discloses wherein 
said body data unit further includes chapter structure information describing a chapter structure 
of a book, and said chapter structure information describes information for designating a 
method of controlling trial reading for each chapter. (Rubin Col 18 Lines 18-30 i.e. sections or 
chapters used) 

In regard to independent claim 8, claim 8 reflects similar subject matter claimed in 
claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 9, which depends on claim 8, claim 9 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 2 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 12, which depends on claim 8, claim 12 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 5 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 13, which depends on claim 8, claim 13 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
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In regard to dependent claim 14, which depends on claim 8, claim 14 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to independent claim 15, Rubin discloses said part data unit including 
display data divided into a plurality of regions with said first identifier added thereto (Rubin 
Figures 5-1 1) an event reading unit reading said event data; an object reading unit referring to 
the first identifier in the event data read by said event reading unit to read the display data in 
said part data unit; and a display unit displaying the display data read by said object reading 
unit according to the description for designating the display region in the event data read by said 
event reading unit (Rubin Col 16 Lines 28-67 and Col 17 Lines 1-21 i.e. mentions information 
and documents that have been read by the user) 

Rubin does not specifically disclose electronic book contents comprising a body data unit 
and a part data unit, said body data unit including event data including a description for 
designating a display method and a first identifier for designating contents displayed on a 
display region. However, Iwai discloses this process (Iwai Col 3 Lines 39-42 i.e. identifying 
input data to process for the electronic book). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to apply Iwai to Rubin, providing Rubin the benefit of 
identifying the data to display in region of the electronic view, which will make viewing easy for 
the user. 

In regard to independent claim 17, Rubin discloses said part data unit including 
display data divided into a plurality of regions with said first identifier added thereto. (Rubin 
Col 12 Lines 1 1-40) (Rubin Figures 5-11) 
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Rubin does not specifically disclose an electronic book transmission apparatus 
transmitting electronic book contents including a body data unit and a part data unit, said body 
data unit including event data including a description for designating a display method and a 
first identifier for designating contents displayed on a display region. However, Iwai discloses 
this process (Iwai Col 3 Lines 39-42 i.e. identifying input data to process for the electronic 
book). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to apply Iwai to Rubin, providing Rubin the benefit of identifying the data to display in region of 
the electronic view, which will make viewing easy for the user. 

In regard to independent claim 18, Rubin discloses said part data unit including 
display data divided into a plurality of regions with said first identifier added thereto. (Rubin 
Col 12 Lines 1 1-40) (Rubin Figures 5-11) 

Rubin does not specifically disclose said electronic book contents including a body data 
unit and a part data unit, said body data unit including event data including a description for 
designating a display method and a first identifier for designating contents displayed on a 
display region. However, Iwai discloses this process (Iwai Col 3 Lines 39-42 i.e. identifying 
input data to process for the electronic book). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to apply Iwai to Rubin, providing Rubin the benefit of 
identifying the data to display in region of the electronic view, which will make viewing easy for 
the user. 

In regard to dependent claim 20, which depends on claim 5, Rubin discloses wherein 
said plurality of event data include at least a double-page spread display-dedicated event, a 
single page display-dedicated event and an event executable for both a double-page spread 
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display and a single page display. (Rubin Col 6 Lines 1-6 i.e. display side-by-side pages like a 
book as well as single pages) 

In regard to dependent claim 22, which depends on claim 12, claim 22 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 20 and is rejected along the same rationale. 



9. Claims 3, 10, 16, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rubin et al. (herein after Rubin) U.S. Patent No. 6,820,111 Bl filed 
12/7/1999 in view of Iwai et al. (herein after Iwai) U.S. Patent No. 5,367,623 filed 9/5/1991 
as applied to claim 1 and in further view of Tonomura et al. (hereinafter Tonomura) U.S. 
Patent No. 6,571,054 Bl filed 11/9/1998. 

In regard to dependent claim 3, which depends on claim 1, Rubin does not 
specifically disclose wherein said event data further includes a second identifier for designating 
sound data to be reproduced, and said part data unit further includes the sound data divided into 
a plurality of regions with said second identifier added thereto. However, Tonomura mentions 
the sound and speech can be accompanied in the document (Tonomura Col 8 Lines 19-32). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply 
Tonomura to Rubin, providing Rubin the benefit of including sound data in the dividing process, 
which would ensure that sound associated with the data in correctly divided. 

In regard to dependent claim 10, which depends on claim 8, claim 10 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 3 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
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In regard to dependent claim 16, which depends on claim 15, Rubin does not 
specifically disclose said event data further includes a second identifier for designating sound 
data to be reproduced, said part data unit further includes the sound data divided into a plurality 
of regions with said second identifier added thereto, and said electronic book display apparatus 
further comprises: a sound object reading unit referring to the second identifier in the event data 
read by said event reading unit to read the sound data in said part data unit; and a reproduction 
unit reproducing the sound data read by said sound object reading unit. However, Tonomura 
mentions the sound and speech can be accompanied in the document the is read by the user 
(Tonomura Col 8 Lines 19-32). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to apply Tonomura to Rubin, providing Rubin the benefit of including 
sound data in the dividing process, which would ensure that sound associated with the data in 
correctly divided. 

In regard to dependent claim 19, which depends on claim 3, Rubin discloses data 
includes information for designating a trail reading control method. (Rubin Col 16 Lines 28-67 
and Col 17 Lines 1-21 i.e. mentions information and documents that have been read by the user) 

Rubin does not specifically disclose wherein each of said display data and sound. 
However, Tonomura mentions the sound and speech can be accompanied in the document and is 
read by the user (Tonomura Col 8 Lines 19-32). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply Tonomura to Rubin, providing Rubin the 
benefit of including sound data in the dividing process, which would ensure that sound 
associated with the data in correctly divided. 
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In regard to dependent claim 21, which depends on claim 10, claim 21 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 19 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

10. Claims 4 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rubin et al. (herein after Rubin) U.S. Patent No. 6,820,111 Bl filed 12/7/1999 in view of 
Iwai et al. (herein after Iwai) U.S. Patent No. 5,367,623 filed 9/5/1991 as applied to claim 1 
and in further view of Tonomura et al. (hereinafter Tonomura) U.S. Patent No. 6,571,054 
Bl filed 11/9/1998 and in further view of Shwarts et al. (herein after Shwarts) U.S. Patent 
No. 5,524,201 filed 11/4/2003. 

In regard to dependent claim 4, which depends on claim 3, Rubin does not 
specifically disclose wherein said display data includes text data and image data, and at least 
two types of copyright information are described for said text data, said image data and said 
sound data. However, Shwarts mentions that copyrights can be used (Shwarts Col 2 Lines 20- 
45). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
apply Shwarts to Rubin, providing Rubin the benefit of including copyright information to 
include in the process of dividing into regions, which would enhance the process. 

In regard to dependent claim 11, which depends on claim 10, claim 11 reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 4 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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DeRose et al. 



U.S. Patent No. 6,105,044 



issued 



8/15/2000 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Londra C Burge whose telephone number is (571) 272-4122. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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3/9/2005 
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